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To the Ki nGs moſt Excellent 

MajzsSTIE 
The humble Petition of the Lords and 


Commons aſſembled in Parliament. 


Met it pou Your Majeſtte, 
Ab Our Majeſties maſt loyall Subjects, 
2S the Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment cannot conceive. that the De- 
* claiation which Your NMajzſtie re- 
\&& = Ceived from us at New-market , was 
SSZzaXID ſuch as did deſcrve that cenſure Your 
M jcſtie was pleaf'd to lay upon us in that Speech 
which Your Maj2:1ic made to our Committzes there, 
and ſent in writing to both Houſes ; Our addrefſe 
therein being accompanied with Plainneſie, Humility, 
and Faithfulneſſe, we thought more roper for the re- 
moving the diſtraQtion of the Kingdom , then if we 
had then proceeded according to Your Majeſties Meſ- 
ſage of the 20®*.of lazwary, by which Your Majeſt e 
was pleaſ. d to defire,. That we would declare what 
we in:ended to do for Your Majeſtie , and what we ' 
expected ro be done for our ſelyes; in both which we 
have been very much hindred by Your Majeines dz- 
niall to ſecure us and the whole Kingdom , by diſpo- 
ſing the 44:/1ti4, as we had divers times moſt humbly 


Periti n2d: 4nd yet we have not bin altogether neglis | 


gent of either, baving lately made Zood procezdings in 
Preparing a cook of rates tobe paſſ:d in a Bill of Tons 
A'3-: 


NAgE . 


nage and Poundage; and likewiſe the moſt materiall 
Heads of thoſe humble deſires which we intended to 
make to Your Majeſtie forthe good and contentment 
| of Your Majeſtic and Your people; batnone of theſe 

conld be perfeted before thz Kingdom be-put-into 
ſafety, by ſerling the filiria - And untilt Your Maje- 
ſie ſhall be pleaſed to concur with your Pacli:menr in 
theſe neceffary things, we hold it impoſſible for you 
to give the world, or Your people ſuch fatisfaQtion 
concerning the Fears and- Jealonfies which we have 
exprefled, as we hope. your Majeſtie hath already r:- 
ceived touching that exception which You were 
. pleaſed to take to Maſter Fyms Sp:ech. 

- As for Your Majeſties Fears and-doubts, the ground 
whereof is from Seditious Pamphlets and Sermons, 
. we ſhall be as carefull to 'endeavonr the remoyall 
afſoon as we ſhallunderſtand what Pamphlets and Ser- 
monsare by Your Majeſtic intended, as we have been 
- to prevent all dangerous Tumults: And if any extraor- 
dinary concourſe-of people out of the Citie to Weſt- 
mizſter had the face and ſhew of Tumult and danger 
-3n Your Maj:ſties a»prehenſion , ic will appear to be 
cauſed by Your Majeſties deniall of ſach a guard to 
Your Parliament as they might have cauſe to confide 
in; And by taking into White-hall fachaguard for Your 
If as gave jult cauſe of Jealouſic to the Parliament, 
| and of terrcur and offence to Your People. We ſeek 


" nothing but Your Majeſties Honour,and the peace and * 


proſperitie of Your Kingdoms ; And we are heartily 
ſorry we have ſuch p!entifull matter ofan anſwer to 
that queſtion, Pherher you kad violated our Laws, © 

| Webeſeech your Majeſiie to remember , that the 
-Government of this Kingdom, as it was ina great part 
mannaged by Your Miniſter s b:fore the beginning of 
this ParJiament, conſilted of many continued and __ 
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 tiplied aAts of violation of Laws, the wounds where- 


of were fcarcely healed, when the extremitie of all 


theſe violations was far exceeded by the late ſtrange 


and nnheard of breach of our Laws in the accuſation 
of the Loxd Kynbo/tor, and the five Members of the 


© Commons-houſe, and inthe proceedings thereupon, 


for which we have yet received no ful fatisfation, 
To Your Majcſti:'s next Qu-ſtion , #hether Tow 


 haddenied any Bill for the eaſe and ſecuritie of Your 


Subjets, We wilh we could ſtop in the' midit of 


our anſwer,that with much thankfulnefle we acknow- 
ledge that Your Majeſtic hath paſt many good Bils full 
of contentment, and advantage to Your Peo. le ; Bur 
fruth and neceſſitie inforceth us: to adde this, ' Thar 


. ev. n in orabout the time of paſſing thoſe Bils, ſome 


deſign or «ther hath been on foot, which if it had ta- 
ken efte, would not onely have deprivedus of the 
fruit of thoſe Bills, bat have reduced us to a worſe 
condition of confuſion then that wherein the Partta- 
ment found ns. EE 
And if Your Majeſtie had askked usthe third que- 
Gon intimated in.that Speech , hat we had done for 


'Towr Self, our Anſwer would have been much 


' moreeaſie , That we have paid two Armies, where- 


with th: Kingdom was burth:ned laſt yeer ; And have 
undergone the charge of the War in [re/andat this 


 time,whenthrough many other exceſſive charges and 


" Frefſures, whereby Your Subje&s have been- exhauſt- 


6d,and the ſtock of theKingdom very mnch dimiviſh- 
&d: Which great miichich , and the charges thereup- 
on en{nine, haye been occaſioned by.the evil counſels 


 fopowerflll with Your Vajeſtie,which have,and will 


colt this Kingdom more then two Mil.jons: All which 
in Juſtice ought to have been born by Your Majeſtie. 
As for that fre2 an generall Pardon Your M;aj*(tie 
A3 _ hath 


bathbeen pleaſed to offer, it can be no ſecurity to our 
Fears and Jealquſies , for which Your Majeſtic ſcems 
to propound it, becauſe they ariſe not from any guilt 
of our own Actions , but from the evill Deſignes and 
Artempts ot others: | | 

Tothis our humble Anſwer to that Speech, we de- 
fire to adde an Information which we lately received 
from the Deputy Governour of the Merchant Adven- 
tu: ers at Rotterdam in Holland, That an unknown per- 
ſon p2>. raining toth- Lord Digby, did lately ſolicite 
on. /ames Henley a Mariner togo to Elſenrre , and to 
take charge of a Ship in the Fleet of the King of 
Denmark, there preparcd, which be ſhould. conduct 


to Hull ; In which Fleet likewiſe, he faida great Army- 


was to be tranſported, And although we are not apt 
to give credit to Informations of this niture, yet we 
can :ot alrogether think it fit to be ne:-1:&ed, bur that 
it may juſtly adde ſomewhat to the weight of our 
F-ars and Jealouſies, co fidering with what circum- 
Nances it is accompanied , Of the Lord Dzgbies pre« 
ceding Ex; retſions .inhis letter to Her Maj-ſtie, and 
Sir Lewis Dives, Aud Your My :ſties ſucceeding 
courſe of withdrawing Your Selt Northward from: 
Your Parliament , ina manner very ſutable , and cor- 
reſp>ndent to tht evil Counſell, | 
Which we doubt will make much. deeper impreſ-- 
ſionin the gen-rality of Yeur People ; And there- 
fore we moſt humbly - adviſe and beſeech Your 
Maj tie for. the procuing and ſetlingthe confid:nce 
of Your Parliam«nt, and all Your Subje&s,and f. rrhe 
other important 1catons, conc-rning the recovery of 
Ireland, and ſecuring this Kingdom, which have been 
{o:merly preſented to Your Majeſtie, You will be 
gr-ci uſly pleaſed ( with all. convenient ſpeed ) tore- 
turn to theſe parts, and to cloſe with the Counſell a. 4 


defire 


er CS Cai” Tr EINE 


CO AA ART 


_— RR 


AID 


AF AST 


OR CIARA ANT Cw le nn ne 


(5) 


deſire of Your Parliament, where You-ſhall finde 
their dutifull »fte +jons, and endeavours ready to a'= 
tend Your Majeſtie with fuch - ent-rtainment, 
as ſhall not oneiy give Your Majeſtie juſt caate of 
ſecurity in their faithfulueſſe., but other man f-:1d 
evidences of their ezrneſt intentions and endeavours 
to advance Your Majeſties *crvice., Honour and 
ccmentm-<nt,:.nd to e''abiiſh it upon the ſure founda-= 
tion of the Peace and P;oſperity oft all Your King- 


_doms. 


Uis 


"His Ma aities Anſwet 
To thePetition of both H ouſes 0 f 


PARLIAMENT, 


Poakon ted ro Himat YORK on Saturday 


- the 26* of March, 1642. by theLord | 


willoughty Lord Dungarvan, and 
Sir eAnthony Iroy. 


£7 © | TY Þg F you would Have had 
2 REAY the patience to have 
2>| [34 'Y expected Our Anſwer 

2 to your iaſt Decla- 
ZE) tation ( which , con- 
>p<L {idering the nature of 
Za it , hath not been long 
| in coming) we beleeve 
you would have ſaved your ſelves the 14- 
bour of ſaying much of this Wellage. And 
We could wiſh that Our P2ibiledges on all 
parts were ſo Dtated,that this way And 
reſpon- 


OW” 
reſpondencie might ve pzeferved with that 
Freedom whicy yath been uled of old: Foz 
We mult tell you, that if rou may agk any 


_ thingof Us by Weſlage oz petition, and in 


whatlanguage(how unuſual ſcever ) you 
think fit, & e mult neither deny the thing 
rouatk, no2 give a reaſon why we cannot 
grant it, without being taxed of bzeaking 


your Paiviledges , oz being counſelled by 
thole who are enemies to the Peace of the 


Bingdom,and favourers ofthe lriſh Rebel- 
lion(ko2 we have ſeen your P2inted Uotes 
tipon Our Mellage from Huntington) you 


 willreduceall Qur Anſwers hereafter in- 


toa very little room. Jn plain englith, Jt is 
to take away the Freedome of Dur Uote, 
which, were we but a Subject , were Digh 
njuſtice;but being your King, weleave all 
the wozld to judge what it 1s. 
 Jsthis the way to compoſe all miſun- 
derſtandings 2 ane thought we hewed you 


one by Our Meſlage of the 20" of January, 


if xou have a betteFo2 voadier,we ſhall wil- 
tingly hearken to1t, fo2 Hitherto you Have 
ſhewed us none. But why the refuſall to 
conſent to your o2der, (which you call a de- 
Rial of the Militia )- hould be any interrup- 
tion tot, we cannot underſtand. Foz the 
Militia ( which we alwales thought neceſ- 
ſaryto be ſetled) we never dented the thing 
(a$ we told you tn Our Anſwer of the 2 8 


_ of January, tothe per” ig of the Youſe of 


Commons 


A 
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Commons , + fol We accepted the 


( except toz Cozpozations) nve onely dented == 


the way. Pou agk it by way oi O2dinance, © 


and with ſuch a preface as we can neither 
with Jultice to Dur Honour, oz innocency 
. Conſent to : Vou exclude Us to2 any Power. © 
in the dilpolition 02 execution-of it, toge- 


ther with you, and fo: a time utterly ynli- 
mited, 19e tell you we would have the 
thing done ; Allow the perſons (with that. 

exception; ) Peſire a Bill ( the onely good: 
old way of impoſing on Our Dubzects. ) 
cue are ertreamly unſatisfied whatan ©O2- 
dinance ts, but well ſatisfied, that without 
Dux Conſent it is nothing ,- not bindmg: 


And tt tis evident by thelong time ſpent in 


this arguw?nt, the neceſlity and danger: 


was not fo tmininent ,- but a Bill might. 


have well been pepared, which if it ſhail- 
yet be done with that due regard to Ui3, 
amd careof Our People, in the limitation 
oithe power and other circumſtances, we: 
ſhall recede from ugthing we fomerly er-- 
pzelied in that Anlwer to-your O2der,other- 
wiſe we mult declare toall the wozd, That 
we are nothing ſatisfied with, oz Hall ever - 


allow Our Dubjects tobe bound by your. 


pzinted Uotes of the fifteenth oz ſixteenth 
of this moneth, oz that under p2etence. of 
declaring what the Law of the Land ts, 
you ſhall (without 143) make a new Law, 
OW is PO caſe of We Militia : _ 


es i Ss 
what is this but to introduce an Arbitrary 


way of Government? - 0 
- Conrerning Pyms Speech,you will have 
found by wyat the L92d Compton, and P* 


 Baynton bz0ught from Us,in anſxer to that 


SPellage they bzought to Us , that as yet 
we reſt nothing fatisfied in that particular, 

As fo: the ſeditious Pamphlets and D7r- 
mons , weare both ſozry andaſhamed in ſo 


great a variety,and tt whichOur Rights, 


Yonour and Authozity are ſo inſolently 


fighted and vilified, andin which the Dig- 


nitie and Freedome of Parliament is to 


auch invaded and violated , it ſhould be 


agked of Us to name any ; the mentioning 
of the Proteſtation proteſted, the Apprenti- 
ces Proteſtation, To your Tents, O lſracl, 
02 any other , wo.ild be too great an excule 
foz the reſt,  Jfyou think them not wozty 
the inquiry, We have done. But Wwe 


__ thinkit molt ſfrange, to be told, That Dur 
- deniall of a Guard ( which 1Þe yet never 


dented, bit granted in another manner, 
and under a Command at that time, 
molt accuſtomed in the Kngdome } 02 
the demiall of any thing elſe ( which 1s in 
Our power legally to deny) which in Dur 
underſtanding ( of which God hath ſurely 
cxiven Us foine ule) 1s not lit to be grant- 


ed, ſhould be any ercuſe foz ſo dangerous 


concotirſe of people,which not onely in Our | 
appzehenſion,but (we beleeve ) inthe inter- 
BD 2 pzetation 


_— — . - 


pretationof Law it ſelf,hath been alwaxyes 
yeld moſt tumultuous and ſeditious, And 


- we muſt wonder, what, and whence comes 
bx Jynſtructions and Jnfozmations that - 
yoſe people have , who can ſo eaſily think 


themſelves obliged by the P2oteſtation to 
allemble im ſuch a manner , 02 the detence 
of P2iviledges , which cannot be ſo clearly 
known to any of them,. and ſo negligently 


paſle over the conſideration, and defence of 


Our Rights (fo benefictall and neceſlarie 


to: themſelves, and ſcarce unknown to any 


of them) which by their Oathycs of Allegi- 
ance and Dupzemacie. (and even by the 
ſame P2oteſtation) they are atleaſtequally 
obliged to defend. And-:what interruptt- 
ons ſuch kinde of Aſlemblies may be to the 
freedom of future parliaments(ttnot ſeaſon: 
ably diſcountenanced and ſuppzeſſed) we 


mult adviſe-you to conſider , -a$ likewiſe. 


whether bothQur powers may not by ſuch 


- meanes be ufurped,by Hands not truſted by 


the Conſtitution of this Kingdom.Fo2 Our 
Guard, we referreyou to Dur Anſwer ta 
xour Declaration. rs Eo PR gk 
By that Queſtion of violating your 
Lawes ; by which we endeavoured to er- 
p2elle Our careand reſoſution to obſerve 
them; we did not expect you would have 
been invited to have looked back fo many 
yeers,fo2 which you have hadſo ample Re- 
paration; Neither looked we to be re- 

p2oached 
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0ached with the Actions of our Mint- 
ters ( then againſt the Lawes) whileſt we 
expelle ſo great a zeal foz.the pzeſent de- 
fence of them.,it being Our Relolution,up- | 
on obſervation of the miſchief which then 
grew by Arbitrary power (though made 
plauſible to Us by the ſuggeſtions of ne- 
ceſlity and.imuminent danger, and take you 
heed ye fall not into the ſame errour upon 
the ſame ſuggeſtions ) hereatter to keepthe 
Rule Our ſeif, and to Dur power require 

the ſaine from all others, But above all, 
we muſt be molt ſenſible of what you cal 
tipon 3s fo2 requitall of thoſe good Bills 


pou cannot dente, We have dented any ſuch 


Deſigne, and as God Almighty mult judge 
in that point between Us , who knowes 


- Qur up2igyt intentions at the palling thoſe 


Lawes : ©o in the mean time we defy the 
Devill to pzove that there was any De- 
figne'( with Our knowledge oz Pxivity) in 
02 about the time of palling thole Bils, that 
had it taken efiect could have depzived Our 
S u1bjects of the fruit of them: And therfoze 


-we demand full Keparatton in this point, 


that we may. be clearedin the ſight of all 
the wozld, and chiefly m the eyes of Ourio- 
ving Dubzects , from ſ\o noto2ztous and 
falſe an imputatton as this 1s. 


- 


- Weare far from denying what you have 
done. Foz we acknowledge the charge Our 
People have tultained 11 keeping the two 
TLDS ÞP 3 Armies, 
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Armies , aud in .: "ON Ireland , of 


which we are ſo ſenſible, that in regard of 
thole great Burthens. Dur, People Have 
undergone, we have and do patiently ſuf: 
fer thole extream perſonal wants, as Our 
P2edeceſſours have been ſeldom. put-to, ra- 
ther then we wouldpzeſle upon them:which 
we Hope (11 thyme } will be confibered on 
pour parts 


Our intent was to compole and ſecurethe 
generall condition of Our Dubjects, con- 
cetving that. in theſe times of great Di- 
liractions the good Lawes of the Land 
have not been enough obſerved; But it is 
8 firange wozld when Pzinces poffered 
Favo2s are counted Repzoaches : yet,tfyou 
ltke not this Our offer, we have done, 
- Concerning any diſcourſes. of Fozreign 
Fo2ces (though we have given you a full 
Anſwer 1 Ours to yourlaſt Declaration, 
pet) we mutt tefl you,we have neither ſo il 
* kecttons of Our goddDubjects.as to think 
Ourſelf in need of any Fozreign Foxce to 
preſerves from Oppreſlion (and we ſhall 
| not need oz any other purpole ) but are 
confident (thzough Gods pzovidence ) no6 
_ towant the good wiſhes and alliſtance ofthe 
whote Kingdome. being reſolved to build 
Uponthat fureFoundation.the Law of the 
'Land. And we take it very il that wy 
TS ITY genera 


Jn Our offer of a Generall Pardon, 


gnenerall- Diſcourſes: - ative: aft us 


known Perſon anda Mariner; 02 tniferen- = 


ces uponLetters ſhould be able to pzevail in 
matters ſo impzobabie in themſelves, and 
ſcandalous toUs,fo2 which 1Becannot but 
lthewiſe aſk Keparation, not onely for the 
vindicating of Dur Own Yonour, but alſo 
thereby to ſettle the mindes of Our Sub-' 
jects, whole Feares and Jealouſies would 
ſoon vaniſh, were they not fed and matn- 
tained by ſuch falſe and malicious UBUu- 
mours as theſe, _ b- 

Fo2 Dur return to Our Parliament, we | 
have given you a full Anſwer in Ours to 
your Peclaration,and you ought tolook on 
Us as not gone but-d2iven { Be ſay not by 
pou, yet) from pou. -And ik it be not fo eaſie 
fo2 you tomake Our reſidence tn London fo 
ſafe as Þe could defire, We are,and will be 
contented that Our Parliament -be ad- 
zourned to fucha place, where we may be 
fitly and ſafely with you- Fo2 (though we 
are not pleaſed to be at this difkance, yet) xe 
are not to expect Our Preſence, Untill ye 
ſhall both ſecure Us concerning OQur jult 
appzehenſions of Tumultuary 'Jnſolen- 
cies, and likewtſe give Us ſatiſfaction foz 
thoſe Jnſuppoztable nd Jnſolent Scan- 
dals that are raiſed upont Us; 


Toconclude , As we have 67 thall not © © 


Refuſe any way agreeable to Juſtice oz 
Yonour,whicy ſhalbe offered to Us _ = 
eget- 


begettings vight tnvritanding” between 
44s : Do we are Keſolved, that no ſtraits 
p2 neceſlities(to which we may be d2iven ) 
ſallever compellus todo that, which th? 

eaſon and-underſtanding that God hath 
given Us, and Our Own Yonour and Jn- 
tereſt, with which God hath truſted Us toz 
the good of Our Polterity and Kingdoms, 
=—_ render unpleaſant and grievous unto 
UV $4 
And we aſſure you that. (how meanly \9- 
ever you are pleated to value: the diſcharge 
of Our publike dutie) we are ſo C onſtions 
to Our ſelf of Having done Our part, 
- ſincethis Parliament, t that(in whatſoever 
condition we now ffand) we are confident 
of the continued Pzotection from Almigh- 
ty God, andthe conftant- gratitude, =. 

| dience, and affection from Our peo: 
ple: And we ſhall truſt God. 
FS with all, 


FINIS. 


